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© Get theintroductions out of the way with a free mountain
orientation tour. By Chris Hawkins
You've only got a week—maybe less—to make this year's skitripagreatone.
Do yourselfa favor: Take the complimentary mountain tour offered at nearly every
resort. The tours will help you get your bearmgs—and figure out where those trees,
bumps or perfectly groomed cruisers you're looking for are hiding, Even if you're
areturn visitor, an orientation tour can show you what’s new or what you might have
been missing. What's worse than overlooking a patch of untracked glades? Finding
one on your last day and realizing that you could have been skiing it all week, Here's
asampling of tours at six resorts.
HILLINGTON, WHISTLER PARK CITY, TAGS, KLM. MAMMOTH STEAMBOAT,
YT BLACKCOME, UTaH MOURTAIN, COLD.
B.C. CALIF,
What | Meetthe MountainHosts | Historic SkiTour Skiwitha The Naturalist The Overthe
Mountain Tour Orientation Tour Ranger Tour Hill Gang
-When Weekends and Daily, 11:30a.m. Daily, 11a.m. Wednesdays, Every weekend Sun.~Fri,9am.
holidays 10 and Tourslast 80 Tourslasttwo 1:30p.m. Tours (Fri~Sun), 10:30 Full-day or half-
1lam.andl minutes. hours. last twohours, am.and1:30 day options are
p.m; weekdays p.m. Tours last available. .
10and 11:10 90 minutes.
a.m. Tourslast
90 minutes.
Where infrontof Whistler:top of Summit Demo Base of Al'sRun Bottomof Skiand Snow-
Snowshed Base the gondola; Center Stump Alley board Ticket
Lodge Blackcomb: top Express Office,in
of the Solar the mountain
CoasterExpress village
Who Advanced Intermediates Intermediates Intermediates Intermediates Intermediates
beginnersand and above andabove andabove andabove andabove, 50
above andover
The John*Grizzly" Volunteer hosts This tour of Park U.S.Forest Mammoth Gordon Jones
Skinny | . Puchalskiover- canbeanyone City's mining RangerRob Mountainisan and his volun-
sees 250 dedi- fromfirefighters | pastcruises Deyerberg active volcano, teersescort
cated Mountain toferryboatcap- | downClaim- explorestopics butthelast senior skiers
Ambassadors tains. Get of f jumpertowhat suchas“Who major eruption around Steam-
whohavemore the well-worn remains of the was here before was morethan boat, goingover
than 1,000 com- pathandexplore | SilverKing the skiers?”and 50,000 years history and
binedyearsof areas suchas Mine—alargeore | “"Avalanches ago.U.S. Forest pointing out hid-
on-mountain theCrystalChair, | bin.Next stop: andExplosives.” Service volun- dengladesand
experience.Youll | onthefarsideof | theoldSiver Learnhowto teerspoint whereliftlines
learnhowKilling- | Blackcomb,with | KingBoarding spot snowshoe out glacialand are shortest.
tonmakessnow, | itsshorterlift- House {now the hare tracks and volcanic forma- Tours stop for
how all 200 trails linesandfresher | Mid-Mountain aboutthe tions and lunchat Thun-
areintercon- snow. Thetours Lodge), which diverse witdlife identify coyote derheadat
nected,andhow | areknownto has housed here.Bringbinoc- | andjackrabbit 11:45, where you
faritisfromthe uncover nooks everyone from ulars: You might tracks. After, canleave orjoin
summittothe andcrannies at minerstotheU.S. | spybighorn take thePan- the group. For
borders of New thisgiantresort SkiTeam. You'll sheepondistant | oramaGondola therestofus,a
York,NewHamp- | that would alsoseewhere Wheeler Peak, tothe moun- two-hour tour
shireandCan- otherwisetake Mormon pros- New Mexico's taintop Sierra starts daily
ada. Bewarned, years of living pectors struck highestat 13, Interpretive at10:30am.at
tourscanextend | theretofind. silverin 1868. 161 feet. Center for views thetopofthe
into aprées-ski. of Yosemite. Vagabond trail.
Info killington.com whistlerblack- pcmr.com skitaos.org mammoth- steamboat.com
comb.com mountain.com
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